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CERTIFIED ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSOR (CESA®)
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1. [bookmark: lt_pId009]INTRODUCTION


[bookmark: lt_pId010]The Québec Association of Environmental Auditing (QAEA) offers two titles in the field of environmental site assessment:

· Certified Environmental Assessor (CESA®), and;
· [bookmark: lt_pId007][bookmark: lt_pId008]Junior Certified Environmental Assessor (Jr. CESA®).


A person who holds one of these CESA® titles has licensure to practice. 

This document provides a description of the certification criteria applicable to the title of CESA®. A physical person who meets all the certification criteria and successfully completes all the steps in the certification process is granted the title without having to first obtain the mandatory Jr. CESA® certification.

The QAEA also offers Junior Environmental Site Assessor certification to those who wish to specialize in site assessment soon after finishing their studies but do not yet meet certification criteria to be granted the title of CESA®. A person with Jr. CESA® certification has licensure to practise, and through mentorship, can reduce the time required to obtain full certification. 

[bookmark: lt_pId011]The specific criteria and process for Jr. CESA® certification are published in a separate document that can be consulted via the QAEA website. The present document solely addresses the certification criteria applicable to the title of Jr. CESA®.


IMPORTANT: QAEA certification does not lead to the exclusive practice of environmental site assessment. However, this certification meets the needs of the market in terms of qualification, experience, regulatory compliance, public safety and the promotion of good practices. Such certifications, including wide-scale distribution of the environmental assessors’ directory, help guide the market. 



2. [bookmark: lt_pId015]PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THIS DOCUMENT

[bookmark: lt_pId016]This document contains the criteria used by the Québec Association of Environmental aors (QAEA) in its certification process[footnoteRef:1] to determine: [1:  The certification process is led by the Certification Committee which reports directly to the QAEA Board of Directors. ] 


· [bookmark: lt_pId017]Whether a person may obtain the title of Certified Environmental Assessor (CESA®), and

· [bookmark: lt_pId018]Whether a CESA® may submit an application to obtain full certification at the end of their mentorship whose duration may vary according to the Junior Assessor’s individual profile and experience.

3.	CESA® COMPETENCIES

[bookmark: lt_pId046]The CESA® title granted by the QAEA confirms that its holder has, over the course of a rigorous certification process[footnoteRef:2] demonstrated the skills required to:  [2:  The QAEA certification process, maintenance and triennial renewal is in compliance with the updated version of ISO/IEC 17024, which contains principles and requirements for a body certifying persons against specific requirements, and includes the development and maintenance of a certification scheme for persons and is accredited by the Standards Council of Canada. A person holding the title of CESA® may have their certification recognized anywhere the Standards Council of Canada’s accreditation program is recognised.] 


· [bookmark: lt_pId047]Complete environmental site assessments; 
· Direct and oversee environmental site assessments;
· Sign reports.

The field of application for environmental assessments is defined in Appendix A. 

Standards generally recognized and used by CESA®s are presented in Appendix B. 


4. CERTIFICATION CRITERIA
			CERTIFICATION
CRITERIACertification criteria determines whether an applicant has the education, training and professional experience required to be considered for CESA® certification. To be granted this title, the applicant must then be successful at every step of the process described in section 5.1.
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Figure 1	Certification Application Diagram

For a candidate to be accepted for CESA® certification, the applicant must prove that they meet the certification criteria presented in the table below based on the profile that best describes their situation. 


Table 1 	CESA® Certification Criteria 
	Certification Criteria
	Profile A
	Profile B

	· Undergraduate degree in a field or area of study that is relevant to the environmental assessment field[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  The applicant who has obtained their academic training in an institution outside Canada must present a file for a Comparative evaluation of studies done outside Quebec provided by the ministry of Immigration, Diversity et Inclusion du Québec, until the said applicant is already part of a Professional Order recognized by Quebec. Refer to website: http://www.immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca/en/working-quebec/comparative-evaluation/index.html 
4 The successful completion of the 2nd cycle of the microprogram in environmental auditing at the Université de Sherbrooke provides for a 1 year of experience equivalency. However, a minimum of 4 years of appropriate work experience is required regardless of the applicant’s profile.] 

	Undergraduate degree
	Undergraduate degree

Graduate degree

	· Training in the field of environmental site assessment
	Refer to Appendix C

	· Professional experience in the field of environment[footnoteRef:4] [4: 5 Evaluation days are days that are dedicated to one or several of the following activities: supervision, management, preparation, execution, research and writing of the site’s Environmental assessment report.] 

	5 years
	4 years

	· Professional experience in the field of environmental site assessment involving a variety of issues[footnoteRef:5]  [5: ] 

	Completed 16 Phase I projects, equivalent to a minimum of 60 days
Completed 8 Phase II projects, equivalent to a minimum of 40 days





5.INITIAL CERTIFICATION PROCESS

5.1 STEPS INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS

The applicant must follow every step in the process to obtain an initial certification of CESA® from QAEA which are illustrated below. The process is described in detail in the certification application form. 

The physical person must apply for certification by filling out the QAEA form and paying all applicable fees. They must indicate how they meet the certification criteriaPhysical person

The physical person then becomes a certification applicant. 1. Certification application and payment of fees.


.
Applicant





The Committee ensures that the application is complete and demonstrates whether the applicant meets the certification criteria. If so, the applicant becomes a certification candidate. 2. Application  analysis 


During this step, the Committee also evaluates the application in terms of organization and quality of written communication 
Applicant



						Every applicant must then:3. Exam

* Undergo a short telephone interview to evaluate their verbal communication skills
* Write a 90-minute exam that will evaluate the person’s technical skills. 
Figure 2 Steps of the Certification Process



5.2 Yearly Certification Process

The yearly certification process requires different steps be conducted by the QAEA as illustrated below. The certification application form details the various steps to be taken by the applicant. 

Table 2		Key Steps in the Yearly Certification Process
Steps
Exams are corrected 
Results are compiled
Results are approved and
conveyed to applicants
Deadline is posted and forms 
are available on QAEA.com
Period to submit certification 
applications
Applications are analysed
Telephone interviews
Written exams
Sept.
March
April
May
June
July
August


5.3Length of Initial Certification and Renewal

Initial certification is for a period of 3 years and 4 months starting September 1st of the year it was granted. Furthermore, certification includes an annual maintenance process. The title holder must then renew their certification every 3 years and comply with the annual maintenance process. 


6. ANNUAL MAINTENANCE AND TRIENNIAL RENEWAL PROCESS

To maintain the title of CESA®, the title holder must comply with annual and triennial obligations. As described in the chart below, these obligations include the annual membership fee, the completion of professional activities and continued training. 

The QAEA process involves a Certification Inspection Program. An investigator who has been mandated by the QAEA is responsible for verifying the veracity of the information provided in the renewal form and collecting, if applicable, any and all supporting documents. Once the inspection is completed, the member’s certification may be withdrawn and the member may be expelled if they did not comply with title maintenance requirements. 

Table 3		Obligations – Annual Maintenance and Triennial Renewal

	
	Annual Maintenance
	Triennial Renewal

	· Membership Fee
	Payment of membership fees based on the fee structure in effect
	Payment of renewal fees based on the fee structure in effect.

	· Activity Log
	Member transmits form to QAEA stating the following:
· Professional activities;
· Professional development activities
	After three years, the member must demonstrate that they have complied with the criteria for renewal by documenting said activities in a form provided by the QAEA.

	· Inspection Process
	
	QAEA inspector verifies information provided by the member forms and supporting documentation. 



General Note: Failure to comply with these obligations may lead to the expulsion of the member.

IMPORTANT: Criteria to maintain and renew the title of CESA® may evolve over time to better meet the requirements and standards of the market, the CESA® must remain up-to-date and aware of any such changes by regularly checking the QAEA website and thus modifying their practice accordingly. 



[bookmark: _Toc474082959]7.Maintenance and Renewal Criteria

To meet the criteria for annual maintenance and three-year renewal of certification, CESA®s must, over the three-year period, accumulate a minimum amount of professional activity relevant to CESA® work and a minimum number of hours of professional development.

As indicated in the preceding section, CESA®s must keep a log of both their professional and development activities. These activities do not have to be distributed over each of the three years in the period, but CESA®s should be able to show that they are active on an ongoing basis.
Table 4	Maintenance and Renewal Criteria – Practice and Professional Development
	· Professional Activities
	Triennial performance criteria: 
· 240 hours [footnoteRef:6], or  [6:  Professional development activities must be related to the practice of environmental site assessments as defined in this document, or deemed relevant by QAEA.] 

· 6 assessments of 30 days minimum including at least one Phase 1 environmental site assessment. Each Phase in an environmental site assessment counts for one assessment. 

	· Professional Development
	Triennial continued training including: 
· 45 hours (if the title holder is a CESA®) 
· 60 hours (if title holder has two certifications, CESA® and CEA®)
Maximum recognition for each category: 
· Attend conferences, colloquiums, seminars: unlimited
· Attend training sessions: unlimited
· Association or board meetings: maximum recognised is 5 hours
· Organised visits as part of a conference: maximum recognised is 2 hours 
· Participate in committees: maximum recognised is 10 hours
· Public presentations as an author: maximum recognised is 10 hours
· Publication of articles: maximum recognised is 20 hours
· Creation of training material: maximum recognised is 5 hours
· Distribution of training: maximum recognised is 20 hours
· Mentorship of a Jr. CESA®: maximum recognised is 10 hours



[bookmark: _Toc474082955]APPENDIX A
ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT FIELD OF APPLICATION

Environmental assessment is a multidisciplinary activity. Overall, this activity cannot be accountable to a single profession, although some specific professional acts may be limited or restricted by law or regulation to certain professionals. 

The environmental assessment of a site may include several steps such as the following:: 
According to the CSA Z768 Standard , a Phase I is a systematic process in which the assessor seeks to determine if a property or specific site is contaminated or subject to a potential contamination. In the course of a Phase 1 project, there are no sampling activities..

According to the CSA Z769 Standard, a Phase II is a systematic and iterative process in which an assessor seeks to characterize and outline the concentration levels or quantities of problematic substances associated with the site, then to compare these levels with established criteria or standards. 

After both of these Phases, certified professionals could recommend a complete or partial rehabilitation of the property, which may include the option to leave contaminants in place and/or proceed with the decontamination of various affected materials. 



APPENDIX B
GENERALLY ACCEPTED STANDARDS

Environmental Site Assessments are regulated by standards, guides and legal requirements related to the practice and objectives of environmental site assessment. Without it being a restrictive or exclusive list, an environmental assessment conducted in Quebec should be completed according to the most recent versions of the following requirements, standards and guides:
· Laws and regulations applicable in Quebec;
· CAN Z-768 Environmental Site Assessment – Phase I;
· CAN Z-769- Environmental Site Assessment – Phase II;
· Guide d’intervention – protection des sols et réhabilitation des terrains contaminés; refer to : http://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/sol/terrains/guide-intervention/guide-intervention-protection-rehab.pdf;
· Soil protection and Contaminated Sites Rehabilitation, Publications du Québec;
· Guide de caractérisation physicochimique de l’état initial des sols avant l’implantation d’un projet industriel : http://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/sol/terrains/guide/caracterisation-avant-projet-industriel.pdf;
· Guides d’échantillonnage à des fins d’analyses environnementales, CESA®EQ (several documents): http://www.CESA®eq.gouv.qc.ca/documents/publications/echantillonnage.html).

For sites located on federal land:
· [bookmark: _Hlk4316148]Guidance manual for environmental site characterization in support of environmental and human health risk assessment (CCME): https://www.ccme.ca/files/Resources/fr_contam_sites/Volume%201-Guidance%20Manual-Environmental%20Site%20Characterization_f%20PN%201552.pdf;
· [bookmark: _Hlk4746650]Federal Contaminated Sites Action Plan - Recommandations fédérales intérimaires pour la qualité des eaux souterraines sur les sites contaminés fédéraux,
N° ISBN – 978-0-660-20896-1; 
· [bookmark: _Hlk4316163]Canadian Environmental Quality Guidelines, contaminated sites 
https://www.ccme.ca/fr/resources/contaminated_site_management/index.html.

There is a variety of diverse technical documents published by provincial authorities that may be useful to the professional assessor. Refer to: http://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/sol/terrains/index.htm#guides. 

Standards contain the definitions of different terms and expressions used in the practice of environmental site assessments. 

According to the context and the location (country, province, municipality, etc.) in which the environmental site assessment is conducted, several other standards and regulatory requirements may apply to the realisation of the assessment and to the assessor as well. The assessor will have to identify, consider, and respect the standards and legislation in effect where the site to be assessed is located. The identification and understanding of the applicable legal standards and requirements are therefore an important aspect of the environmental site assessor’s work. 
 


ANNEXE C
MINIMUM MANDATORY TRAINING

Minimum mandatory training refers to specific types of training CESA® certification applicants must have completed in the course of their academic pursuits or specific training activities delivered by an instructor or training organisation recognised by the QAEA. These courses or training activities must have contained, at a minimum, the following contents to ensure the development of the skills required in the practice of environmental site assessment in Quebec:

	Category
	Acquired Skills[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Skills are acquired through courses or credited university level academic activities, seminars, workshops, etc.] 

	Minimum Mandatory Content
	Hours[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Approximate number of hours for each section.] 


	Section 1 : General
	Establish an intervention strategy by specifying the steps involved in the ESA process 
Identify stakeholders and regulatory requirements.
	· Environmental site assessment process
· Stakeholders
· Legislation and regulations
· Professional accountability
	10

	Section2 : 
ESA - Phase I
	Complete ESA for Phase l
	· Standards and guides in effect in Quebec
· Steps
· The contents of reports
· Case studies/practical exercises
	10

	Section 3 : 
ESA – Phase II
	Complete ESA for Phase II and III
	· Standards and guides in effect in Quebec
· Steps
· Sampling methods
· Sampling programs
· Case studies/practical exercises
	10

	Section 4: 
Rehabilitation andRrisk Management
	In the event of a given issue, identify one or more technological tools available in Quebec and develop soil management plan during excavation work. 
	· Risk Analysis
· Treatment technologies
· Remediation lans
· Soil Recovery/Valorization 
· Case Studies /practical exercices
	10
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